Heterotransplantation of experimentally induced sheep lung adenomatosis into nude mice.
Male ICR nude mice inoculated subcutaneously with minced tissue obtained from pulmonary adenomatosis of sheep which was induced by RNA type-C retrovirus developed a transplant which contained cysts lined by a proliferative epithelium. These cysts showed several characteristics of the epithelial tumour cells of origin, such as high glycogen content and secretion of mucin. Microinvasion of epithelial cells from the adenomatous cysts into the stroma was observed. The stromal tissue demonstrated islets of cartilage. It was concluded that virus-induced pulmonary carcinoma of sheep can be transplanted and grown in nude mice.